Geography bridging work
Complete tasks A and B and bring to your first Geography lesson in September. 
a) Read the extract from ‘Hazard by choice’(below)
1. List all the factors which make Haiti vulnerable to hazards. What made this earthquake so bad?
2. To what extent does the extract support the idea that a vulnerable population are required for a natural hazard to become a disaster?

b) Create an A4 summary page covering the processes at the 3 tectonic plate boundaries, including how volcanoes and earthquakes form. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zt9y2p3/revision/3 
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Wider reading/viewing
Prisoners of Geography (Marshall, T) – an insightful book which helps understand how physical geography impacts on political reality and really helps to understand how decisions of world leaders have been shaped by geography – a great introduction to geopolitics.
 Factfulness: Ten reasons we’re wrong about the world – and why things are better than you think (Rosling, H 2019) – this is a must-read book from a geography perspective – this takes a more realistic view of the world, presenting issues in fact-based context. It is a rational look at how far the world has measurably improved and what’s left to be done. 
Adventures in the Anthropocene (Vince, G) (2016) – this looks at the effects that humans are having on the surface and structure of the planet with a balanced view on recognising threats and dangers whilst also looking for practical answers and solutions.

Youthquake, why African demography should matter to the world , Paice, E. (2021)

Slowdown, Dorling,D. (2020)

The World’s Dirtiest River (Unreported world) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/58399-001 10. Forests of Fear (Unreported World) - https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreportedworld/on-demand/69224-006 
11. Hurricane Hell (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreportedworld/on-demand/69224-007 
12. The World’s Dirtiest Air (Unreported World) https://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/on-demand/67193-002 
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although often much deeper below the surface than Haiti
experiences on this day.

The carthquake's first set of waves, the primary waves, travel
twenty times faster than most passenger ets, giving premonitions
of the coming destruction. Port-au-Prince has the misfortune of
being so close to the rupture’s centre that most people have
only seconds before the secondary set of waves, the shear waves
travelling half as fast, arrive. The devastation begins.

The arrondissement (district) of Léogane, almost on the
carthquake's epicentre, witnesses over 80 per cent of its buildings
badly damaged or destroyed. Many rural areas lose the little
infrastructure they have, with dirt roads cut by landslips and
schools entombing pupils and staff. Around the capital, thirty
kilometres away, the shaking lasts for between thirty and sixty
seconds. Thousands of buildings crumble, especially the shoddily
built, ramshackle dwellings inhabited by people with no choice
but to live there. Some buildings collapse in on themselves or tip
over. Others slide down the hills into the ravines. The stories of
the people who live in these homes are rarely told: people who
scrape by day to day, ambling along the unpaved roads, living
without running water, electricity, or sewage systems, and then
dying in the ruins of their small, dilapidated shelter.
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‘medical services do not exist to respond, and this too is a situation
long predating the carthquake. As the sun sets, the survivors wonder
what to do about water, food, toilets, and sleeping—questions
‘many of them asked every day.
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As one lives poor, one dies poor. The immediate aftermath
could not bring ambulances and fire trucks wailing through the
streets, with hard-hatted rescuers ready to haul out unconscious
survivors, stabilize them right there, and then whisk them away to
advanced life support in hospitals. Instead, roads are impassable
to cars, vans, and trucks—as many were before the carthquake,
with these vehicles stymied by the steep slopes, the inadequate
infrastructure, and the difficulty of driving after dark. Rescue and
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Governments and organizations pledged around US$13 billion
of aid and delivered perhaps half. Remittances and individual
donations are harder to track and they provided support to people
who had lost everything except their own lives. The people’s
continuing desperation did not stop the political shenanigans.
Days fter the earthquake, the US military took over airport oper-
ations at Port-au-Prince, sparking a backlash from countries and
agencies whose aircraft were unable to land. As the political fights
brewed, Haitians were left needing the basics.

Flimsy tents were erected on mud-prone slopes only to be
blown away by moderate winds. Privacy, security, dignity, and
safety were not always significant considerations in setting up the
temporary settlements, leading to continual rape and assault with
little recourse for catching and punishing the perpetrators. Even
allowing for the fact that attacks are under-reported because many
fear that they will be stigmatized or abused for documenting what
happened to them, by the end of a year after the carthquake, at
least one-tenth of houscholds in the temporary settlements
had reported that a member had gone through some form of
sexual assault.
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As the post-earthquake months dragged on without promised
housing being built, tens of thousands of Haitians were forcibly
evicted from these temporary settlements. In many cases, they
went from squalor to nothing. Once again, so many people were
lefiwithout safety, without jobs, without healtheare, and without
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schools for their children, despite the world's attention and the
promises to build back better.
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Rnowledge ol Haitian earthquakes extends back centuries. In
1842, 2 quake about ten times as powerful as that of 2010 rocked
the country's north coast. Hesketh Prichard, a British explorer
and then a First World War sniper, referred to it in a scientific article
of 1900, describing his journey across Haiti.* Another research
picce from 1912 mentions 1842 alongside the major damage
around Port-au-Prince from shakings in 1751 and 1770.4

Yet despite this knowledge of scismicity, little was done. Why
was the infrastructure in the capital city so poorly constructed?
Why were so many people poor, leaving them with no choice but
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to live in these buildings without hope of improving them? Why
did even the affluent parties, from the country’s president to the
UNto the developers of Hotel Montana, not enact basic earthquake
safety principles? These questions were being asked in 2010: a
meeting on tackling disasters in Haiti, highlighting seismic
safety, was concluding on 12th January when the carthquake
rumbled through.

The overwhelming inequities, underdevelopment, and margin-
alization precluded a quick fix. Haiti, as a country, is not especially
poor or under-resourced, but the scale of inequality is horrifying.
Centuries in the making, all these problems could not be easily
solved. It takes time to put up tens of thousands of buildings which
lasted barely a minute on 12th January. It takes time to create a city
rife with informal settlements, without basic services, and lacking
planning regulations, building codes, and institutions to monitor
and enforce such laws. It takes time to produce a culture of day-
to-day bustle across exposed electric wires, through haphazard
doorways, and around informal structures.
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Another hot, humid, dusty day in the streets of a Caribbean
capital. Flies crowd the markets and aged motorbikes and cars
bounce through the potholes, coughing emissions and dodging
pedestrians. Azure waves lap against the docks while street dogs
and pigs scrounge for morsels in the trash heaps dotting the hill
neighbourhoods. Just the typical sights, sounds, odours, and haze
of life playing out as it has thousands of times before, with the
shimmering heat starting to dissipate as the sun droops towards
evening.

Today, though, i far from typical. It s 4.53 p.m. on Tuesday 12th
January 2010 in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Twenty-five kilometres
west-south-west of the city, just thirteen kilometres below the
surface, the earth jolts, fracturing rock, heaving soil, and radiating
waves of motion with an intensity technically described as
moment magnitude 7.0. This is high on the scale with which
earthquakes are measured; just one or two earthquakes at this
level or stronger occur in any month somewhere in the world,




